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Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

 

 • Trust Agreement 
• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAA 

LLIIVVIINNGG TTRRUUSSTT 
$$669955 
CCOOMMPPLLEETTEE 

Law Offices of  
Lauren Smykowski 

(925) 257-4277 

laurensmy@gmail.com 
www.smykowskilaw.com 

Plan Includes: 
 • Trust Agreement 

• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAAIINNIITTIIAALL 

CCOONNSSUULLTTAATTIIOONN FFRREEEE Notary Services Included! 

Office Located in Walnut Creek  

 Valid until October 15, 2015

 

   
   

    
     

   
      

   

      
  
 

  

 
 

    
  

  

 
 

  
   

   
    

     
   

      

   

      
  

 
  Notary Services Included! 

      

 

• Trust Agreement
• Pour Over Will
• Guardianship of Minor Children
• Power of Attorney for Finance
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust
• Advanced Medical Directive

Located in the Treat Towers
1255 Treat Blvd., Ste. 300
Walnut Creek, CA 94597

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
   

 

 
 

   
  

    
  

   

   

   

   

   

   R etaining Walls

      

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com
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Are You Ready For

El Niño?

Exquisite ‘Outsiders’ Exhibit Opens at
Lafayette Gallery 
By Jade Shojaee

Agroup of plein air artists’ work
fortuitously found its way into

Jennifer Perlmutter’s Lafayette
gallery recently after Jerrold Turner
stumbled in one afternoon, and aston-
ished Perlmutter with a book called
“Evolution of Style” (Arts Benicia)
from a show he had curated. Much of
the art in the book was created by
members of the Outsiders, a group of
painters of which Turner is a part. 

      
“I was stuttering over my words,”

recalled Perlmutter. All it took was
one flip through these playfully strik-
ing paint-filled pages, and a casual af-
ternoon quickly became the
inspiration for Perlmutter’s newest
gallery exhibit.

      
Plein air art, best known for its af-

filiation with 19th century Impres-
sionists (including Monet,
Pierre-Auguste Renoir, and Vincent
Van Gogh), is art that was created out-
doors, in natural lighting. “What ties
these pieces together is the friendship
these artists have and the fact that
many of these paintings got their start
outdoors,” said Perlmutter of the
work that will be included in the
“Outsiders” exhibit. The California
plein air art scene typically deals with
tranquil landscapes and images of na-
ture, but this group remains true to its
namesake (or at least to its alternate
entendre), as these paintings rebel-
liously depict more populated urban
settings. 

      
Perlmutter will be curating the

event with pieces by the Outsiders
themselves, including Nikki Basch-
Davis, Ray Jackson, William Rush-
ton, Randy Sexton, Jerrold Turner and
Judy Molyneux. They are “painter’s
painters,” she observed. “They paint
as an extension of their skin. As a
painter myself, I look at their work
and I’m so attracted to the way they
make it move and the way they lay it
down and it looks so effortless.” 

      
Perlmutter’s descriptions of the

work are as effortlessly impactful as

the strokes of paint on the pieces
themselves. William Rushton’s “I
Roll” jumps off the canvas with im-
pasto strokes that give texture to a
skateboard rolling a little boy. Rush-
ton’s “Passage” depicts two in a
canoe, rowing toward us from an end-
less ocean – soft blues, horizon line,
above it rasping smoky blue strokes
of sky. It captures light and movement
with stunning style, utilizing primary
colors for a rich complicated compo-
sition. “When the paintings arrive,
that’s when it all comes together,” she
says. “When everyone has left I
empty the gallery, and lean the work
against the walls and imagine how
many pieces I can fit, without crowd-
ing the space. As an artist myself I

think, how would I want my work
shown?” 

      
The paintings (all abstract and

figurative) are individually exquisite,
and the visual narrative Perlmutter
uses to tie the exhibit together viscer-
ally tells the story of plein air creation,
a process that is as grueling as it is re-
warding. To create the plein air pieces,
the artists must brave the elements,
and capture the exact light that up-
stages their focal point – all the while,
dirt blowing in their paint and paint
blowing on their clothes. This style of
painting is also as vulnerable to the el-
ements as it is messy. A fussy climate
can be the difference between a mas-
terpiece and a flop when the artist is
depending on consistency in light to
create continuity in the work. But, ac-
cording to Perlmutter, “there is a vi-
brancy and energy that comes from
the elements” and this exhibit is a
beautiful demonstration of exactly
that. 

      
“Outsiders“ will be on exhibit

through Oct. 3 with an opening recep-
tion from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept.
10. In memoriam, group member and
artist Pam Glover’s work will also be
included. The public is welcome to
enjoy the exhibit Tuesdays through
Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
by appointment at Jennifer Perlmutter
Gallery, 3620 Mt. Diablo Blvd. in
Lafayette. For more information, con-
tact Perlmutter at (925) 284-1485 or
jp@jenniferperlmuttergallery.com.

The Outsiders, from left, back row: Ray Jackson, Randy Sexton, Jerrold
Turner and William Rushton; front row: Nikki Basch-Davis, Judy Molyneux
and Pam Glover Photo provided

“Passage” by William Rushton Image provided

‘Woof ’ Exhibit at Lafayette Library
Celebrates Playful Pups 

The Homework Center at the
Lafayette Library and

Learning Center has gone to the
dogs – in a good way.  Longtime
resident, 35 years and counting,
artist and dog lover Ellen Reintjes
created all the very personal
pieces for the latest art exhibit
aptly named “Woof!”  The imagi-
native artwork will be on display

through December.  

     
“For the past 32 years, my hus-

band Don and I have shared our
home with seven wonderful dogs.
I have found each of their person-
alities fascinating – what they like
to do and how they relate to each
other, to their neighbors, and to
us,” said Reintjes, whose husband,
Don Tatzin, is currently on the

Lafayette City Council and served
multiple times as mayor.  Reintjes
is a member of the Bay Area Stu-
dio Artists, a local group that
paints together and presents their
artwork at various locations.
“When I reconnected with paint-
ing a few years ago, my dogs be-
came natural models as I wanted
to capture their look, their joy, and
their interactions,” she said.  The
collection for the exhibit includes
six dog paintings and eight iPad
dog cartoons, along with the “back
stories” that go with them. 

     
Reintjes also coordinates the

Wonders of the World monthly
lecture series at the library, bring-
ing docents from Bay Area muse-
ums and other attractions to talk
about their organizations and cur-
rent exhibits.  The first lecture of
the season that runs through May
is about the Napa Valley Museum,
located on the grounds of the Cal-
ifornia State Veterans Home in
Yountville.  The museum cele-
brates the valley’s history, people,
environment and vineyards, along
with local artists.  The public is in-
vited to this free event from 2 to 3
p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 16 at the
Community Hall of the Lafayette
Library.    C.Tyson

“Ring of Tam” by Ellen Reintjes Photos provided




